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bomb. He drove at once to the Palace, arriving at the
same moment as the doctor and the priest. The
Grand Duke Vladimir came out of the private apart-
ments (that bedroom as ungainly and encumbered as
the room of a Rugby house-master) to tell him that
the Emperor was dying. He returned and telegraphed
the news to the Queen and Government. One of
his last acts in Russia was to assist the Prince of
Wales (for whose safety Queen Victoria had held him
* personally responsible') in investing the new Tsar,
Alexander III, with the Order of the Garter.

(3)

There was one advantage about this Russian appoint-
ment ; in Canada he had been obliged to remain in
exile; from Russia he was able to make frequent, if
exhausting, visits to England. He would cross to
Clandeboye and survey his plantations; he would
spend long week-ends at Windsor (on one of which
visits Count Schouvaloff astonished them all by driving
back to London in a postchaise instead of in the, by
then, quite customary train); and he would spend
hours with his Liberal colleagues discussing the Irish
policy of their leader. His early irritation with Mr.
Gladstone's views upon the condition of Ireland re-
turned to him with increased intensity. As the years
progressed his loyalty to Irish union came to exceed
his loyalty to the programme of the Liberal Party.
He was prepared, if need be, to sacrifice his estates;
but he was never prepared to accept Home Rule,
which he regarded (in so far, at least, as Ulster was
concerned) as c a physical impossibility'.

Meanwhile this constant journeying between Russia